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November 30, 2025 - First Sunday in Advent

THE GATHERING

PRELUDE Prelude on Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Gordon Young
Rose Snyder, organ

WELCOME Rev. Amy Heinrich

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING

Leader: We light the first candle of Hope, as witness to God’s faithful nearness and promise-fulfilling love.
People: Where fear narrows our vision, let this light widen our sight.

Leader: Make in us a brave hope: watchful, courageous, and for the common good.

People: The One who calls us is trustworthy; our hope will not be put to shame.

HYMN #83 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus STUTTGART

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Alex Barnes, M.Div.

Hospitable God, help us to make room for all you invite to your table. Help us make room in our homes
and our hearts. From the beginning you have been teaching us to not fear the “other” but receive “one
another” as kin. You have been modeling what goodness is and how we should live with you, love our
neighbors and welcome the strangers: with compassion and generosity, each one a refuge for the other.
Forgive us for drawing the circle too small. Forgive our hard-heartedness, our lack of imagination, our
fearful hoarding, our fear of scarcity, rather than the abundance you promise. Help us to remember the
gifts you give us were never meant to be kept for ourselves but shared for the flourishing of all your
people.

(Silence for personal confession.)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
GLORIA PATRI (Glory to God) Hymn #581
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
THE WORD
An NRSV pew Bible is available for your convenience. You may access other versions using your mobile device at biblegateway.com.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Deacon Liz Tanner
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Luke 14:1, 7-11 (NRSVue)
ANTHEM Light Looked Down L.Houman/M. Price
Chancel Choir - David H. Edelfelt, director; Rose Snyder, organ
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Luke 14:12-14 (NRSVue)
SERMON Re-Writing the Guest List Rev. Amy Heinrich
THE RESPONSE
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - HYMN #769 For Everyone Born (vv.1 & 5) FOR EVERYONE BORN

TABLE TALK



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION TO THE TABLE AND THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY Come, Dearest Lord arr. Charles Callahan
Chancel Choir
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Amy Heinrich

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus (sung in unison) Hymnal #552 (v. 1)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

The Great Mystery of Faith (sung in unison) Hymnal #553
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP

(Please note that communion is gluten free bread and grape juice so that there may be no barriers to the table.)

Hold the bread so we may share it together as a sign of our unity in Christ.
Drink the cup as it arrives as a sign of your individual communion with your Savior.

Music for Distribution of the Elements
HYMN #92 While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING (Cason)

THE SENDING

LITANY OF RESPONSE

Leader: You have given yourself to us, Lord;

People: Now we give ourselves for others,

Leader: Your love has made us a new people;

People: As a people of love we will serve you with joy.
Leader: Your glory has filled our hearts;

All: Help us to share your hospitality with all. Amen.

HYMN #100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout (vv. 3 &4) STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN
CHARGE AND BLESSING
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE - HYMN #88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v.6) VENI EMMANUEL

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Please stand in body or in spirit, as you are comfortable.



IN MINISTRY TOGETHER

Ministers The Congregation

Officers The Session and the Board of Deacons

Pastor The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Paulson (in the Chapel today)
Associate Pastor The Rev. Amy Heinrich

Associate Pastor The Rev. Nicole Chapman-Farley

Pastoral Resident Alex Barnes, M.Div.

Music, Department Head Gloria Song
A complete list of our staff team is found at FirstPresLibertyville.org

Community Notes

Church Calendar: www.firstpreslibertyville.org/calendar

Today
10:00 AM Worship in the Chapel & Sanctuary
11:00 AM Social Hour (Social Hall & Courtyard)
4:00 PM JHF/SHF Friendsgiving (Youth Lounge & Fellowship Hall)
5:00 PM Advent Vespers Service (Sanctuary)

Next Sunday (Dec. 7)
10:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary (Major Work)
10:15 AM Sunday School PreK-8th Grade
11:00 AM Social Hour (Social Hall)
4:00 PM JHF Youth Group (Youth Lounge & Social Hall)

Parish Life Newsletter: www.firstpreslibertyville.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
Chancel Choir & Orchestra Major Work (Dec. 7)
Ecumenical Advent Service (Dec. 10)
Christmas Pageant (Dec. 14)
Christmas Eve Services at 4, 7 & 10 PM (Dec. 24)

Flower dedications: The flowers today in the chapel are placed to the glory of God by Juli and Jamie Dunsing in
celebration of National Adoption Month, with hope for all those still awaiting their "forever families"; and by
Linda Westman in the Sanctuary with gratitude to Sue Bogseth for her time and talent dedicated to the financial
stewardship of First Pres.

The Vespers Service “Walk in Light is tonight: Begin the Advent season with an evening of music in the sanctuary
this evening at 5 PM in the sanctuary. The Vespers Choir, with baritone Adam Hendrickson, will share beautiful Advent
music from early to contemporary styles, joined by the Jubilate Bells and instrumentalists.

Chancel Choir & Orchestra Major Work is next Sunday: Join us for a special worship service in the sanctuary
featuring Puccini’s Gloria from his Messa di Gloria.

Ecumenical Advent Service on Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 6:45 PM: Join us at our Table of Refuge as we reflect on the
Christmas story—on Jesus, born as a refugee, who became our refuge. This candlelight communion service offers a
sacred space to experience holiness amid the busyness of the season. Our table is open to all as we affirm our unity in
the body of Christ. The evening begins at 6:45 PM with a festive reception in the church social hall. At 7:30 PM,
we’ll gather in the chapel for reflection, song, communion, and shared anticipation as we journey together toward the
joy of Christmas.

Holiday Giving Tree: Gifts given through the Giving Tree program provide hope and love to those in need through
several partner organizations. To give, use the QR code or this address: https://bit.ly/4p20YLG
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Time to Sign up for the Christmas Pageant: The Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 14, at 10:00 AM
in the Sanctuary. This year's pageant has roles for any child or youth who would like to participate - both speaking and
non-speaking roles. On the registration form, you'll be asked to indicate the three most desired roles so we can make
sure everyone gets to participate in a way they desire. Sign up on our website!

Thanksgiving Collection for the Deacons' Operating Fund: We invite you to participate in a special, once-a-year
collection to support the Deacons' Operating Fund. The funds raised go directly to support the essential ministries of
our Deacons, who serve those in need within our community. You may contribute directly to the fund on our website.
Thank you for your generous support!

Advent Devotions Emails: If you received our Advent devotions last year, you’ll automatically receive them by email
starting December 1. If you haven’t subscribed before, you can sign up using the link on our website or email
mhuber@boxp.net. Each day, devotion contributors will share a reading, a personal reflection, a prayer, and a short
biography to help you get to know them better.

Poinsettia Dedications: Dedicate a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of someone special. Your dedication will be
included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Each plant is $12. You may take your poinsettia home after the 10 PM
Christmas Eve service or after worship on Sunday, Dec. 28, or donate it to our Senior Ministry.

PADS Food Collection: Donations may be dropped off on Wednesdays between 4:00 and 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Narthex. Please see www.firstpreslibertyville.org for items needed.

Podcasts: Podcasts of previous Sunday sermons and our new Anywhere Anytime Bible podcasts for kids are available
on the listening platform of your choice, including Spotify, Apple, and YouTube Music.


mailto:mhuber@boxp.net

