SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
PRELUDE

Lord Have Mercy
Chapel Music Team

WELCOME

Rev. Nicole Farley

 CALL TO WORSHIP - Feasting on the W ord W orship Companion
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

Steve Merkel

Tucker Olson

Whether we embrace God’s call in our lives or try to avoid it,
God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Whether longtimers or latecomers in the life of faith,
God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Whether our lives in Christ are comfortable or bring hardship,
God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
We praise God’s name forever and ever!

 OPENING HYMN

Inspired by Love and Anger
See last page for words

SALLEY GARDENS

PRAYER OF CONFESSION - Feasting on the W ord W orship Companion
God of abundant goodness, we confess that we want your grace for ourselves but often wish punishment
or exclusion on others. We judge the efforts and motives of others while ignoring the faults of our own.
Forgive us, we pray, when we let jealousy overtake us. Forgive us, we pray, when we are petty even in the
presence of your generosity. Forgive us, we pray when we feel slighted by you. May we ask once again for
your mercy? Will you help us to be more merciful toward one another? We pray in the name of Christ Jesus,
by whose grace we are saved.
(Silence for personal confession)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
 GLORIA PATRI (Glory to God)

Hymnal #581

 PASSING THE PEACE
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY - Session Repor t
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Elizabeth Wagner

THE FIRST READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE
ANTHEM

M atthew 18:21-35

Halleluya
Abraham Kaplan
Chancel Choir, David Edelfelt, director; Ed Koehler & Shelby Buelow, percussion; Andy Danckers, bass

THE SECOND READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE
 SONG OF BLESSING – HYMN #774 v. 1

Jonah 3:10 - 4:11

There is Now a New Creatio

STUTTGART

There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ,
peace and reconciliation with the God of endless life.
(Children are invited forward before they depart for Kids’ Church.)

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN AND THE SENDING
SONG OF BLESSING – HYMN #774 v. 4

There is Now a New Creation

STUTTGART

Come and join the celebration; come and join the happy feast;
Jesus makes an invitation to the greatest and the least.
MEDITATION

Again and Again

Rev. Nicole Farley

TABLE TALK
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY - Stewar dship

Elder Essie Pochron

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
OFFERTORY

A doram us T e
Chancel Choir

Quirino Gasparini (1721-1778)

We adore you, Christ, and we bless you, who by the Holy Ghost have redeemed the world.
He who has suffered on our behalf, Lord, have mercy on us.

 PRAISE GOD - HYMN #608 (T he Doxology)

PRAISE GOD

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, DEDICATION & LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
 HYMN

God, How Can We Forgive
See last page for words

LEONI

 THE CHARGE & BLESSING
 POSTLUDE
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Please stand in body or in spirit.

Community Notes
Learn more in our online Parish Life newsletter at www.firstpreslibertyville.org
Sunday, Sept. 25
9 a.m. Confirmation (Social Hall)
9 a.m. Follow Me Faith Formation (Fellowship Hall)
10 a.m. Worship at 10 a.m. (Sanctuary). Rev. Nicole Farley is preaching.
11:15 a.m. Social Hour (Outdoors)
4-6 p.m. Turquoise Table gathering at Bill and Jody Hicks’ home in Vernon Hills
4-5:30 p.m. Junior High Fellowship (Youth Lounge)
7-9 p.m. Senior High Fellowship (Youth Lounge
Tuesday, Sept. 27
6:30-7:30 p.m. Book study on “Evicted” by Matthew Desmond (Social Hall)
Sunday, Oct. 2
9 a.m. Confirmation (1st Floor Youth Education Room)
9 a.m. Follow Me Faith Formation (Fellowship Hall)
10 a.m. World Communion Sunday: Worship at 10 a.m. (Sanctuary). Rev. Nicole Farley is preaching.
11:15 a.m. Social Hour & New Member Reception (Outdoors)
4-6 p.m. Turquoise Table gathering at Chris & Vanessa Griffin’s home in Hawthorn Woods
4:30 p.m. Holy Spirits at O’Tooles
4-5:30 p.m. Junior High Fellowship (Youth Lounge)
7-9 p.m. Senior High Fellowship (Youth Lounge)
Coming in October
New Member Recognition on Oct. 2
Deacons Winter Coat Drive on Oct. 2 & 9
PADS starts on Oct. 5
Love Every Neighbor: CARE Conversations at First Pres on Oct. 9
Tackle Hunger Tailgate on Oct. 16
Lunch Bunch: Faith & Purpose on Oct. 18
Women's Fall Retreat on Oct. 29 (Ryerson Woods in Lincolnshire)
Volunteer Development Summit on Oct. 23
Evening Sabbath on Oct. 30 (Chapel)
Flower Dedication
The flowers today are placed to the glory of God by Phil and Lesley Judson in celebration of their 66th wedding
anniversary; and Leslie and Ed Koehler in honor of their 35th wedding anniversary.
Turquoise Table from 4-6 p.m. (weather permitting)
We had a great time last week at our first Turquoise Table at the Frey’s house and we hope you’ll join us this
afternoon for Week Two! The Turquoise Table is a place to gather together, build fellowship, foster new friendships,
and extend our love of Christ out into the community. Bill and Jody Hicks are hosting today! Their address 1834
Royal Birkdale Drive in Vernon Hills. Come one, come all, no need to RSVP! Br ing a folding lawn chair and a
snack or drink to share, if you’d like.
You’ll find the First Pres Turquoise Table in different front yards each Sunday from 4 – 6 p.m. through Oct. 30, as
the weather permits. Y ou can find the schedule of upcoming Turquoise Table locations in Parish Life.
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month
Hispanic Heritage Month takes place September 15 to October 15 every year as a time to recognize and celebrate the
many contributions, diverse cultures, and extensive histories of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain,
Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America.
The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by
President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on September 15 and ending on October 15. The
day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of independence of Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on
September 16 and September 18, respectively. Día de la Raza, or Indigenous Peoples’ Day, also falls within this 30day period.
During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we reaffirm that diversity is one of our country’s greatest strengths.
First Pres C.A.R.E. (Committee on Anti-Racism & Equity) invites you to take a moment to view our Hispanic
Heritage displays in the Narthex and hallways.

Book Study on Tuesday, Sept 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Join members of the Faith Formation Adult Strategy team as they lead a discussion around the book Evicted, by
Matthew Desmond, about eight families experiencing eviction in Milwaukee, as we learn more about the
Matthew 25 initiative of Eradicating Systemic Poverty. A simple Panera soup supper will be served, so
registration is needed to help us plan accordingly. See Parish Life at www.firstpreslibertyville to register.
And be sure to pick up a copy of the book!
Deacon’s Winter Clothing Drive on Oct. 2 & 9
Nights are getting cooler and there is a chill in the air. That means it is time for the Deacon’s Winter Clothing Drive.
We are interested in hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, winter fleeces and coats, winter boots and snowsuits. So please
clean out your closets of unused items. Items can be placed in a bag and dropped off at the narthex on Saturday Oct.
2 or Oct. 9 between 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Items donated will be available for guests at the October Mobile Food Pantry.
Introducing Love Every Neighbor: CARE Conversations at First Pres on Sunday, Oct. 9
Have you ever scratched your head over topics related to Indigenous People–those who first lived in the US,
including Lake County? And what is even the correct term: Indigenous People, Native Americans, Indians? Join us
as we explore and wrestle with complicated questions together, guided by our Christian love for each other and all of
our neighbors.
Come for pizza (5:30-6:00) and conversation (6:00-7:00) at our kickoff event on Sunday, October 9 in the Social
Hall where our first topic is Exploring Indigenous Perspectives Through a Local Lens. All ages are welcome (with
programming included for children). Please see Parish Life to sign up so we have an estimated headcount for pizza.
(Registration not required. Drop-ins welcome!)
Women's Fall Retreat on Saturday, Oct. 29 from 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Join us at the beautiful Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods for a morning retreat led by Rev. Amy Heinrich,
Rev. Nicole Farley & Kim Mendoza. We'll be exploring how nature heals our bodies and souls and, in return,
how we are called to heal God's creation. Continental Breakfast will be served. You’ll find the registration link at
www.firstpreslibertyville.org and in Parish Life.

Discovery Tool
Offering time, talents, and spiritual gifts is an important way we live out Jesus' call to discipleship.
Now, there is a new way to connect your particular gifts with the needs of the world, our community,
and one another! The Discovery Tool is a survey that takes just 3-5 minutes, and you will see the results
immediately. Our prayer is that the Discovery Tool helps you pledge your time and talent to Christ's
mission through First Presbyterian Church in ways that are joyful and spiritually enriching for you.

Inspired by Love and Anger

Music During the Service

John Bell and Graham Maule
Tune: SALLEY GARDENS

1. Inspired by love and anger, disturbed by need and pain,
informed of God's own bias, we ask IT once again:
'How long must some folk suffer? How long can few folk mind?
How long dare vain self-interest turn prayer and pity blind'
2. From those forever victims of heartless human greed,
their cruel plight composes a litany of need:
'Where are the fruits of justice? Where are the signs of peace?
When is the day when prisoners and dreams find their release?'
3. From those forever shackled to what their wealth can buy,
the fear of lost advantage provokes the bitter cry,
'Don't query our position! Don't criticize our wealth!
Don't mention those exploited by politics and stealth!'
4. God asks, "Who will go for me? Who will extend my reach?
And who, when few will listen, will prophesy and preach?
And who, when few bid welcome, will offer all they know?
And who, when few dare follow, will walk the road I show?"

God How Can We Forgive

Lyrica: Ruth Duck
Music: LEONI (aka YIGDAL) Jewish Melody
God, how can we forgive when bonds of love are torn?
How can we rise and start anew, our trust reborn?
When human loving fails and every hope is gone,
Your love gives strength beyond our own to face the dawn
When we have missed the mark, and tears of anguish flow,
How can You still release our guilt, the debt we owe?
The ocean depth of grace surpasses all our needs.
A priest who shares our human pain, Christ intercedes
Who dares to throw the stone to damn another’s sin,
When You, while knowing all our past, forgive again?
No more we play the judge, for by your grace we live.
As You, O God, forgive our sin, may we forgive

