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The Cover Story
by Scott Holland

Worshipping regularly with a congregation neck-deep
into celebrating its 150 years affords myriad
opportunities for retrospection, especially as someone
who has filled the pews off and on since he started
cataloging memories more than three decades ago —
and there are dozens more whose personal histories
reach much further.
And yet, there is something uniquely satisfying about
sitting in the Sanctuary on a Sunday morning listening
to a dear friend speak fondly about a Senior High
Fellowship mission trip and thinking back to the times
when you and that friend embarked on one of the
earliest of those life-altering expeditions.

Not to make this a “Scott and Rev. Kara were high
school contemporaries” retrospective, but listening to
the recent meditations in which she eloquently
reflected on the summer experiences of middle and
high school students, reinforced the lasting importance
of those trips.
While I had the honor of participating in the first five
SHF mission trips (carbon dating can confirm this
antiquity), I never made it to Montreat. But Kara’s
words about the special place resonated that August
Sunday, as did the Facebook post of Matt Hart, an SHF
friend a few years older who took his wife and children
to the hallowed ground during a summer road trip —
his first visit since 1995.
“I even remember one of the themes during one of the
years we went down,” he wrote. “Shakable Certainty.’
Continued on pg. 16

From the
Pastor’s
Study
Keeping Faith at First
Presbyterian Church of
Libertyville

Our 150th anniversary year reaches a crescendo at the
start of the fall season.
Our Charter Day Sunday, Sept. 8, is filled with
celebration in worship and with a special luncheon
commemorating our journey of the first 15 to the
vibrant congregation we are today.
Leading up to that day we reached into the community
with our first ever Labor of Love Sunday that led from
a simple Communion out to places of service with and
for the community.
With the press of fall activity constantly moving
forward into August, we celebrated a Launch Party on
Sunday, Aug. 25, with registration and excitement for
our whole family of faith.
Faith is what I see in the actions and faces of our
congregation when I hear stories about what God is
doing in our lives. I see it in the way we confront
personal hardships and reach out in love to those who
are suffering.
Almost every day I walk to my study passing a bank of
names featuring the lead pastors for our congregation
going back to our origins. I feel the presence of those
pastors and the many Christians they served as I seek
to be faithful to our Savior today.
Each of us is keeping faith with those who have gone
ahead. Every one of us is tending a legacy of love that
sustains our community in a constancy of
commitment.

Charter Day Celebration
The Gift of a Pastor Emeritus
By Rev. Dr. Brian R. Paulson
Everyone needs a guide to whom they can turn for
advice when navigating uncharted waters. I have that
guide in our Pastor Emeritus, Charlie Dougherty.
When I first arrived as Pastor in 2004, there was
uncertainty in the congregation about the nature of
pastoral leadership and the direction God would lead
us toward. I brought many years of pastoral
experience with me, but I was unfamiliar with many of
the angles in our congregation.
What I found in Charlie Dougherty was a true brother
in Christ. He is a friend for me with advice I can
treasure and trust.
Charlie was kind enough to share with me not only
the times of his successes, but also the occasions of
his trials and the way that prayer carried him through
it all as a leader. I cannot express how valuable such
advice has been for my ministry in Libertyville.
More than the advice that Charlie has offered to me,
he has graced us with his presence in the pulpit, his
wisdom in correspondence and wit in small packages
through Facebook over the years.
I know what a blessing he has been for so many of
you who knew him during his tenure as Pastor and I
have seen how he continues to make new ties all the
time with our congregation.
We will celebrate his witness before worship on our
Charter Day in the room we have dedicated to his
honor.
I hope you will hold Charlie and his wife Nancy in your
prayers as they recover from a recent automobile
accident. They are very dear to all our hearts. We are
surely blessed by such a fine ministry as we see from
our Pastor Emeritus!

As you move into a new season of life, never forget to
place God first in your heart, your home, and for
humanity. Ours is a goodly heritage; let us honor it
well.
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The Rev. Dr. M. Craig
Barnes to preach on our
150th Anniversary
We welcome the Rev. Dr. M. Craig
Barnes to our pulpit on our 150th
Charter Day.
Dr. Barnes, a celebrated preacher,
writer, pastor and scholar, is
president of Princeton Theological
Seminary, the oldest and strongest
continuing Presbyterian center of
spiritual inquiry for Christian faith and leadership in
the United States.
On Sunday, Sept. 8, he will proclaim the Word, “Faith
for the Future” from Deuteronomy 6:4-9. In
preparation he writes, “Before the Hebrews could
enter their future in the Promised Land, Moses
reminded them to bind themselves to their tradition
with God. Tradition is not a longing for a past, but a
compelling memory that bids us toward future
visions.”
Widely hailed as one of the most dynamic and
insightful preachers in America today, Dr. Barnes is the
author of several books and articles that center on the
struggle of contemporary people making sense of
God's grace. He also serves as an editor-at-large and
frequent contributor to The Christian Century.
He is not a stranger to the Chicago Presbytery, having
spent many years on the pastoral staff of Fourth
Presbyterian Church while completing his doctoral
studies in American Church History at the University of
Chicago.
Before taking the reins at Princeton, he served as
pastor in Madison, Wisconsin, pastor at the National
Presbyterian Church of Washington, D.C., and as
pastor at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh,
where he also served on the faculty of Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary.
Dr. Barnes arrives with gratitude for the way in which
our congregation celebrated the bicentennial of
Princeton Theological Seminary by contributing a
major gift to the building of a library containing the
largest Protestant collection of Christian theological
volumes in the world for scholars and future leaders of
Christianity.
Be sure to join us for this historic day in the life of our
congregation. Invitations have been sent far and wide
to join pastors, guests and our various musicians —
bagpiper, band, choir, brass and organ — in
celebrating the life and vitality of our ministry.
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A Special Memory
By Betsy Dillon
In looking back over the past 75 or so years that I have
been a member of First Pres, many memories come to
mind but this one in particular is one that I treasure.
When I was about 3 1/2-years-old my parents enrolled
me in the Cradle Roll Sunday School class. Mrs. Anna
Dillon (no relative) was the teacher and I just loved her.
She was a grandma-type woman with gray, curly hair,
little round glasses, pretty dresses, bowed legs and
large repertoire of songs she would teach us. I love to
sing even then, but my favorite song she taught was
her special birthday song.
Mrs. Dillon had a cardboard birthday cake with a slot
on the top the size of a penny. Whenever a child in the
class had a birthday, out came the cake. The birthday
child always came to class with the number of pennies
to match their new age to drop into the slot one by
one as the class counted them. Mrs. Dillon also had a
special birthday song she taught us. After depositing
the pennies she went to the piano and began playing
the song as we sang along.
The song went like this:
There’s a day that comes but once a year,
and the day is all your own.
It’s a birthday time that now is here,
and it’s yours and yours alone.
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday to you.
Everyone of us is wishing,
Happy Birthday to you.
After I graduated from Mrs. Dillon’s class I forgot the
song until many years later when I began having
children of my own.

One day the song popped into my head as we were
celebrating my daughter’s birthday. From that day on I
sing it to each person on their special day.
Now I have grandchildren and great grandchildren that
I sing it to also. It doesn’t matter that some of them are
adults, I still sing them the song when I call them,
usually early in the morning every birthday. They wait
silently listening until I finish the song, then we talk.
I believe that Mrs. Dillon’s legacy will live on for many
generations in my family.

How I wish I could thank her in person.
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Food, Faith and Fellowship
By Rev. Ryan L. Wallace

What’s harder — fishing for fish or “fishing” for people?
That’s what our kids and families tried to discover at
our Food, Faith and Fellowship gathering August 4 at
Independence Grove.

A few of the men from our First Pres Fishing Group
provided gear, bait and fishing tips to 50 kids and
adults as we cast our lines into the pond. And yes, we
even caught some real live fish!
Then our kids played a game that tested our ability to
fish for people and we shared a picnic dinner together
in the park.
Each of our families took home a guide to some family
activities and discussion connected to the Bible story
of Jesus calling his very first disciples (while they were
fishing) with the promise he would teach them to “fish
for people!”
We gathered for another Food, Faith and Fellowship on
August 18 — this time a scavenger hunt. Families had
to follow clues in search of some precious jewels. Then
the kids used their jewels to make bracelets that
remind them of the Parable of the Pearl (Matthew
13:45-46).
We shared another picnic on a beautiful evening, and
wondered together about how we search for the
Kingdom of God all around us in the world today.
These gatherings were fun for the kids, and also an
opportunity for parents to get to know one another.
Gatherings like these are a great way for families to
practice having faith discussions together — thinking
about how to weave the stories of our faith into life’s
everyday activities.
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Children’s Ministry
By Carol Boyce

June brought a delightful week of Vacation Bible
School. With well more than 100 participants between
children and workers, the church was rollicking with
infants through seniors and everyone seemed to have
good time.

During the rest of the summer we have been piloting a
new curriculum with our preschoolers. Frolic, a
component of the Spark Series we’ve been using,
utilizes the growing research that favors play-based
learning.
Children play in centers upon entering the classroom,
have a story/music/lesson that connects to the play
and then return to the centers or other coordinating
activities.
The hope is that, through play, these lessons will stick
with children longer, becoming a part of their memory.
So far we are getting good reviews and plan to
continue in the fall.

This year we did things a bit differently; meeting
Monday through Thursday in the afternoon and then
having a family dinner and activity in the evening on
Friday. Many people remarked how much they enjoyed
coming together as families and as one big church
family to wind up our VBS week.
Our theme was “To Mars and Beyond” and we learned
through stories of Daniel, Queen Esther, the Good
Samaritan and Jesus on the Road to Emmaus, how
God’s power can take us beyond with faith, boldness,
kindness and hope.

Along with Arts and Crafts, Recreation, Bible, Music
and Snacks, we were able to provide Science and
Library time again this year. We added a mission
component as well, where children made blankets for
children in need through Project Linus and filled
disaster kits.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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A Tribute to Bob Orth
Editor’s note: Bob Ort h, t he husband of our m usic
director Jane Orth, and a beloved member of both our
congregation and the Chancel Choir, died on July 12 of
complications related to colon cancer. A celebrated baritone
with a career in opera that spanned more than four decades,
Bob sang with major opera companies in New York, Chicago,
San Francisco, Dallas, Seattle, Houston, Portland and Los
Angeles, as well as with numerous regional companies. A
celebration of his life was held in the Sanctuary at First Pres
Libertyville on July 26.
“Bob Orth” — just the sound of those two syllables are
indicative of who he was: straight forward, seemingly
uncomplicated, with no pretension. The guy next door.
And yet, not. He was, after all, extraordinary.
Of course there was that enormous voice and that farreaching talent. A big part of him was the nationally
successful singer/actor who garnered rave reviews and legions of fans over a far-reaching career. But if that's all
Bob was, we simply would have adored him and celebrated him from afar. Instead, we were his friends, and he,
ours.
He laughed and joked with us (boy, did he!). He sang not just for us but with us; those who longed to be more like
him and those of us who never would dream we could be. For all of his talent and success, he was unnecessarily
humble. There was that laugh (yes, THAT one) and the devilish grin. There were those amazing desserts he’d make.
There were the stories that were always longer and louder than his prayers but both, genuine.
Even in what would be his last month, when he was still fighting valiantly, he maintained his humor and positive
attitude. "How are you feeling, Bob?" "Compared to what?” he would ask with a grin. Perfect. That's how I want to
be when I'm dying, whether I know it or not. Because when it came to life, he was full of it. In fact, in many ways, he
was full of it. And he shared it with us lucky souls who knew him as just Bob. Lucky us. Thank you Jane, for sharing
him with us. And thank you, Bob. Your light and legend will continue to shine for a long, long time.
— David H. Edelfelt
Many others will have thoughts that span the ages with Bob. I was in choir with him a much shorter time. Still, my
thought of remembrance is that the choir didn’t feel “complete” until Bob was in his “rightful place” on the front
row with the men. Once he was back from some role he was playing “all was well” with the choir.
Though his voice could more than fill the Sanctuary, Bob didn’t “magnify” himself, but tenderly joined in the overall
sound of the choir as a whole, the worship to our God alone. He was humble, wise, gifted and witty! He could bring
a belly laugh to us all with just a look at times! His smile was infectious. He wore his faith on his sleeve, drawing us
all closer to God as he bellowed a hymn, or ever-so-tenderly caressed a phrase. He gave his best, always. He will be
greatly missed. — Barb Gatewood
I first met Bob when I was a little girl. I sang in the Carol Choir at First Pres and each year we performed a Cantata
in front of the congregation. One year the show was about David and Goliath. Guess who played Goliath? When
Bob appeared on stage with all of us little kids he seemed Bigger Than Life. He belted out his song, almost scaring
those of us who sat on stage looking up at him. I never forgot that moment. And as time went on, I grew to know
Bob as our paths crossed throughout my teen years and as a young adult.
When I joined the Chancel Choir, I felt fortunate to sing with Bob. Eventually, my friendship with Bob and Jane grew
closer and I had the honor of being in the “Dirtball” club with them, a term coined by Guy Griffith. We spent many
Thursday evenings socializing after choir practice and were regular visitors to each other’s houses. Bob and I
celebrated our January birthdays together often, but he always made the cake!
When I faced challenges and hard times in my life, Bob was always there to listen, give me some good advice and
tell me things would certainly get better. He sat with me and my son one afternoon in the church hallway as we
glued felt to the legs of every single chair in the choir loft. Here I was, sitting on the floor with a famous,
professional opera singer who was more down to earth and warm than almost anyone I know. He would listen
with all his heart and never judge! He was honest and loving and funny and will never know what an impact he
made on my life. I will miss my friend! — Mary Cleary
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I thank God for sending Bob Orth to us. He truly
enriched our lives by so generously sharing his voice,
his humor and himself always. — Amy Dickinson
Bob's legacy will live on in the heart of every person
who ever heard him sing. He was a very special man. I
was always inspired by his strength. His voice will ring
in my ears until I get to sing with him again in Heaven!
— Jeanie Carter
Besides being a world-renowned, magnificent
baritone, Bob was humble, compassionate, goodhumored, positive and thoughtful. A modern-day
renaissance man, he was a wonderful singer, actor,
cook, baker, gardener, acrobat and even a tailor,
making some of his own costumes in the early days.
One of my most thrilling memories is that of
accompanying Bob singing “The Lord’s Prayer” with full
organ in the late 1980s. More recently, although he
had 2,043 Facebook friends, he always “liked” my posts
and sent me birthday wishes! — Carol Huntsinger
Chancel Choir will never be the same without Bob
Orth. A simple thing like looking over from my seat in
the soprano section across to the bass section and not
seeing Bob in his usual front row seat … empty space
even though someone else will be sitting there. Every
remembrance of him heard, read or shared at his
memorial service or on social media highlights the kind
of person he was.
For me, what stood out most about this wonderful
human being aside from his zest for life, his humor
even in the midst of pain he endured, his compassion,
is his personal interest in me as a fellow human being.
In many conversations, Bob always found some
common ground for good exchanges and discussion
and ALWAYS with true and sincere interest.
I have vivid memory of Bob talking about his
experience in the Philippines many moons ago — of
his impressions of Filipino hospitality, Filipino cuisine
and even Filipino humor!
Those conversations alone meant a lot to me as they
affirm the very good and sweet things about my
heritage and my home country I hold close and dear to
my heart even now, 43 years after I left Baguio City to
get married to John Blair.
So, Bob, we can continue our lovely conversations
when we see each other again. For now, it’s just
farewell but also THANK YOU for sharing your life
amongst us!
I can still hear you singing, “…Will you be a witness to
my Lord?” at my grandson, Solomon John’s baptism
last April 28. You, Bob Orth, are our witness to the
Lord! You rock! — Lennie Blair

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Welcome to Charles
Murphy

Charles has served as an alternative worship creator/
leader, family ministries coordinator, and director of
youth ministry. He has developed vocal and chime
choirs for children, trained youths to lead the
congregation in song and prepared/led music for
worship services.

Editor’s Note: Earlier t his y ear, Jonat han Tindor
announced he would be leaving First Pres as the director
of the Chapel Music Team to pursue a full-time
employment opportunity. Members of the search
committee for his replacement included Brigitte Davis,
Jane Orth, Brian Paulson, Amy Scovill, Beth Semmelman,
Sue Ellen Skeens and Kirk Townander.

Outside of church, Charles led music programs at
children’s camps. He has been a presenter for Music
That Makes Community, a style of worship focusing on
teaching music to others orally, without the use of
written music. Charles also is a member of the band
Diving Bell, which performs in the Chicago area.

By Beth Semmelman

Charles says “music is my heart. I light up for music.”
He was excited to hear the long list of musical talents
available to him as the Chapel Music Team director.
“I am so excited to join the First Presbyterian
community,” he said. “From what I’ve experienced so
far, it’s already clear what a welcoming, joyful
congregation it is. I can’t wait to gather and worship
with you soon!”

Thank You to Jonathan
Tindor!
By Kirk Townander
The search committee is very pleased to introduce
Charles Murphy as our new director for the Chapel
Music Team.
While we are sad to see Jonathan Tindor leave,
Charles will be an excellent replacement bringing his
own musical gifts and creativity to the position.
Charles’ first service as director will be Sept.15.

If you never had the privilege of working with Jonathan
Tindor preparing music for worship, I am sad for you.
If you regularly attend worship at First Presbyterian
Church in the Sanctuary, you have missed out on the
gentle and sincere leadership of a servant of God.

Charles originally hails from Alabama. His father was
one of several Episcopalian ministers in the family.
Not surprisingly, the church was a huge part of his life
growing up.
Music was also a major influence on Charles in his
youth, learning to play many musical instruments and
vocal training.
He went on to graduate from the University of
Alabama in commercial music and theater
performance. Charles moved from Alabama to the
Chicago area in 2006 after graduation.
Charles is highly proficient at guitar and other related
stringed instruments. He also plays piano, drums,
percussion and Irish whistle.
He has extensive experience songwriting for a diverse
array of music styles. Within the church setting,
Charles has knowledge of classical sacred music as
well as more contemporary pieces.
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When Jonathan was in the process of interviewing
with the church to serve as music director for the
chapel, he attended and directed a rehearsal with
some of our Chapel Music Team.
If you have been at First Pres for any length of time,
you can imagine it might be a bit intimidating to step
into a setting like that and be asked to “direct.”
No doubt Jonathan was gobsmacked (I use the
excessively flowery term “gobsmacked” here,
because I know Jonathan would absolutely love the
use of a word like that) by the candy cart of
musicians we rolled out for him to peruse.
Early rehearsals consisted of running straight
through the stack of music, strictly in order of
worship. But as he came to be assured we weren’t
going to “bite,” his creativity shone through, and he
has come to shape the music the Chapel service
enjoys with pre-thought, intentionality, unflappable
flexibility and an unpretentious spirit of
collaboration.

Sunday Morning Review
Task Force

By Brad Baker and Becky Nelson, Task Force
Co-chairs
The Sunday Morning Review Task Force was
appointed in January. The charge to the task force was
to conduct a review of how well we are doing on
Sunday morning in the three areas of worship, faith
formation (Christian education) and fellowship. Over
several months, the 13-member task force met
regularly to coordinate its work and has gathered
input through the following:





Interviews of every committee involved with
Sunday morning.
Conversations with all clergy and staff.
Study of churches of similar size, including a few
with concurrent worship services.
Survey the congregation.

Those who worked with Jonathan on the Chapel
Music Team can attest he has been a kind, fair,
positive, optimistic and respectful in all he does.

All this input was analyzed to review the efficacy of the
delivery of ministry and related programs on Sunday
mornings.

“Jonathan always has good ideas and is a great team
player with me," said Jane Orth. “He has been so
helpful with technical stuff and exudes confidence
and always comes through. I have always marveled
at how ORGANIZED he is (that little notebook of his!)
and 100 percent reliable. He has been an absolutely
pleasant and gratifying colleague.”

The primary findings included three strengths to
preserve.

Jonathan will be missed. We wish him all the best in
the expanded responsibilities of his other job, and in
his life with Julie! God bless!

First, there was a high level of satisfaction in worship
for music (96 percent), preaching (87 percent),
congregational participation (93 percent) and liturgy
and order (94 percent), closely matching the findings
from the 2015 survey.
Second, a high percentage of respondents (88
percent) said Sunday mornings met their spiritual
needs and development.
Finally, a significant majority of responders (80
percent) said the current Sunday morning schedule is
working well and meeting their needs.
The full report has been presented to the Session,
which will utilize the survey findings to review Sunday
morning programming.
The Session committees involved with Sunday
morning programs will utilize the report in their
planning and initiatives for the future. The Session
dismissed the Task Force with its thanks and
appreciation.
Members who wish to read the complete report can
contact the church office for a copy.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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First Pres Youth: JHF and
SHF Summer Highlights

High school students and youth leaders on their way
to the Montreat Youth Conference in North Carolina.

Mission Trip to Corpus Christi, Texas: In July, our high
school students traveled to Texas to assist in hurricane
recovery efforts.

Over 1,000 Presbyterian youth circled Lake Susan at
Montreat for a candlelight worship service. Each class
of students were blessed and sent towards a new
school year.

Several groups wound up helping to prep and paint
two new homes next door to each other. The mobile
homes that were located on this double lot were
destroyed in Hurricane Harvey. A group of Mennonite
men were doing the true building, we were lending a
hand with caulking and painting.
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This year students took turns cooking for the group.
We all sat together and shared table fellowship every
morning and evening. Meals included tacos, kabobs,
pancakes, pulled pork, and more!

Quest is a week of adventures for our Junior High students at Green Lake in Wisconsin! Students have the
opportunity to go down a zip line, climb a climbing
wall, go up on the high ropes, climb a cargo net, and
more! These students, and their leader, showed off

One group paints the porch of an older man who
needed home repairs, and friendly faces. These students were great at both!

Camp is the best! Where else can you smear other
people with shaving cream in the middle of a big field?

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Woven Together in Love:
Stories are the Threads that
Connect Us
By Kathy Louden, Barb Klein and Katie Monahan
The First Pres Women’s Ministry Board ended their
program year with a successful retreat at Ragdale
featuring artist, quilter and storyteller Deb Lindahl; life
coach and facilitator Rosemary Monahan; The Rev.
Amy Heinrich, and members of the Ragdale
Foundation staff. The event was co-chaired by Debra,
Alexander, Barb Klein and Amanda Rau.

I was happy to put into practice spiritual journaling,
which Rosemary Monahan said is “writing with the
intent to develop a deeper relationship with … God.”
During the spiritual journaling exercise, I sat in
Ragdale’s lovely garden, wrote a prayer of gratitude
and felt God’s presence and peace.
Similarly, the friend I brought as a guest found peace
with caring for a difficult relative and was able to be a
more loving caregiver in the weeks after journaling at
the retreat. As Rosemary asked, ‘what stories do you
need to tell God?’

It was a morning of learning and reflection as the
women explored their spiritual narrative and
connected with the Holy Spirit.

Kathy Louden, Barb Klein and Katie Monahan, share
their thoughts on the experience.
Kathy Louden — At a time when people seem to
focus on each other’s differences, more than 50
women of the church came together in love June 15 at
Ragdale, the artists’ community in Lake Forest, to
celebrate the stories that connect us.

Barb Klein — I was truly moved by our speaker Deb
Lindahl. She had lovingly made a quilt of 100 squares,
each with a dress representing an important facet in
her family's life.
There were happy events, significant milestones and
tragic events represented. It was both beautiful and
profoundly moving. Deb presented her quilt in a
heartwarming and entertaining talk.
Rosemary Monahan likewise gave a very interesting
presentation on spiritual journaling, and everyone
had time to reflect and journal. Rev. Amy Heinrich
spoke on how our stories are the threads that connect
us together. It was an enriching morning in such a
lovely setting.

The three-hour retreat in this historic place went by
too quickly for me. Rev. Amy encouraged us to “be a
living quilt … and stay stitched together.” It seemed
fitting in our 150th year as a church family to view
speaker Deb Lindahl’s beautiful family heirloom quilt
and hear her sacred stories of love, loss and family
memories. She made me want to keep my family
memories alive.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Katie Monahan — Walking into a setting that is
steeped in history and artistic energy, listening to inspiring stories of family traditions, difficult times and
celebrations, and being surrounded by women of
faith of all ages and walks of life, the Summer Women's Retreat at Ragdale brought out the best of what
First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville Women's
Ministry has to offer.
My personal experience of walking into a home that
has inspired so many artists left me speechless, which
was only emphasized as I looked on to the efforts of
Mrs. Lindahl, whom I remember as a child from Cook
Memorial Library, with her Quilt of 100 Dresses.

Then to watch my own mother, Rosemary Monahan,
share stories of our family as she took us on a journey of “Journaling as a Spiritual Practice” was inspiration enough to take my own journal and use it to
speak to God in a way I haven't done in a long time. I
In the stillness of Ragdale, surrounded by beautiful
gardens and the quiet that can only be found in an
open field, I wrote to God, and received my answers. I
am thankful the Women's Ministry of First Presbyterian Church continues to provide opportunities each
year to expand my faith practice and bring me closer
to God.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Serving with Joy: Waukegan
Soup Kitchen
By Kathy Matlin

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness, for they shall be filled. — Matthew 5:6
In 2002, while serving on the Mission Committee, I was
asked to fill the role of team captain for the open
Saturday slot at the Waukegan Soup Kitchen. I had
been looking for a way to serve, so I enthusiastically
accepted the job for one year. I will say the job security
for this position has been great!

Somewhere during that brief four-hour shift God never
fails to alter my perspective and fill my stifled heart
with His spirit of joy and gratitude. In the midst of
chopping, chatting, buttering, bantering, stirring,
serving, ladling, listening, peeling and praying, He
meets us and transforms these mundane tasks into joy
-filled activities. As we seek to love and help our
neighbors in Christ’s name, He abundantly blesses our
interactions.
Working at the soup kitchen is really a lot of fun! I think
I speak for my fellow volunteers when I say each of us
leaves feeling truly blessed for the opportunity to have
met and served the guests who come to share a meal
with us. I hope you will join us Saturday, September 14
to see for yourself!

Editor’s Note: K at hy is in need of m ore v olunt e ers
for the Saturday shift. The Deacons also welcome
volunteers for their Thursday shift. Children are welcome
to help. Call the church office at 847-362-2174 for more
information.

LUNCH BUNCH
By Julie Snydacker

Lunch Bunch offers an opportunity to gather together
in fellowship each month and enjoy a delicious
luncheon as well as a variety of interesting and
stimulating programs offered.
If truth be told, there have been many times over the
last 17 years of working this Saturday shift when I have
not felt so enthusiastic about going. Whether it was a
beautiful summer day beckoning to be enjoyed, a
bitter January day cautioning against going anywhere,
or just plain malaise, I have not always felt up to the
task.
In order to overcome this lethargy, I think of the
guests who will be coming, who also may not feel like
being there, and I get up and go. I have never once left
the kitchen with the same poor spirit, but rather I
leave feeling incredibly grateful for my time spent
serving there.

We try to have something for everyone. Everyone is
welcome — all ages — and what a nice opportunity to
bring a friend to join in the fellowship!
This past year, our programs varied from a travel
presentation by the Arendsens of “Goldilocks and the
Three Bears,” to “Down by the Old Mill Stream,”
featuring grist mills and presented by Betsy Davison.
Mary Price talked about the Women’s Land Army in
Lake County, and Jane Orth’s Bel Canto Ringers led us
through the holiday season. We even met at the Dunn
Museum for a catered lunch and lecture/tour of the
museum.
A terrific core group of volunteers come each month to
set up, serve and clean up. Without these dedicated,
enthusiastic ladies, this program would not be nearly
as popular as it is. So here is a shout out to Cam
Hieronymus, Barb Gatewood, Jane Velander, Lesley
Judson, Patti Hudak, Angi Chamberlain and Sue
Worley. And most importantly, thank you Jim King for
ordering the food for us.
For me, this has been a personal commitment and
service to the church, which has been undeniably
extremely enjoyable. I have been told by members of
our church as well as visitors that this is something
they look forward to each month.
I hope you will join us this fall as our new season
begins with nine new programs. You can find the
schedule at www.firstpreslibertyville.org
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Coming in September & October: New programs and small
groups at First Pres Libertyville
Visit our website at www.firstpreslibertyville.org to sign up and follow us
on Facebook for more information.
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The basic message throughout the week was you can
be certain that God’s love, grace and truth will never
change no matter how much you question — or
shake at it. That week, and message, played a pivotal
role in my walk with Christ; (its) ripple effects
continue to play out in my life to this day.”
A quarter-century past and that SHF trip still echoes
in Matt’s soul. The same is true of my first mission
trip to Houma, Louisiana, in the (very, very hot)
summer of 1994, when six strangers came together
to build a ladder because we needed to get on the
roof of a hurricane-damaged double-wide to start
repairs.
When today’s teens tell these stories it’s a reminder
of my own youth, but more so a chance to ponder
what memories these young people might carry with
them into their life as faithful adults. FirstWord gives
us a small chance to commit some of these tales to
history, along with the rest of the life of the church,
but nothing compares to seeing the faces of the
changed youths as they recount experiences they’ll
carry in their hearts forever.

Senior High Fellowship preparing for their trip to
Bertie County, North Carolina, in 1997.
Scott Holland is in the back row (fourth from right)
and Kara Smith-Laubenstein is in the front row (2nd
from right).

