150th
Anniversary

Youth Ministry

On September 7, 1869, 15 men
and women of Presbyterian
faith began the prayerful
process of organizing a
congregation in Libertyville.

Frigid temps and blowing winds did
not keep our high school students
off the slopes!
It was our inaugural Senior High
Ski Trip, and 10 brave students
headed up to Wilmot Mountain to

(Continued on page 2)
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By Kathleen Bromley

Children’s
Ministry

By Rev. Kara SmithLaubenstein

by Carol Boyce

After a busy fall, we took time to
reflect during the Christmas
season. Our focus in Sunday
School switched from the Old
Testament to Advent and
(Continued on page 5)
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It is fitting that this still-young era of First Word as less
of a scheduling tool and more of a congregational
chronicle coincides with the church’s sesquicentennial
celebration.
Many folks have an easier time simply writing 150th
anniversary, but I was the editor of my college
newspaper during my junior year, the school’s 149th,
and there was so much planning afoot I learned to
spell sesquicentennial in my sleep. This came in handy
a few years later when I worked for a newspaper that
first marked its city’s 150th anniversary and then the
paper’s own sesquicentennial the following year. I
routinely call one of my sons by another one’s name,

but I will be able to spell and define sesquicentennial
until my dying day.
Despite experiencing those many retrospectives, my
appetite for celebrating such major milestones remains
ferocious. My college was small (student body of
around 1,200), my city in Iowa was small (population
dipping down from 30,000), and the number of people
who have called First Presbyterian of Libertyville their
church home since 1869 is smaller still. But the history
is no less important to the people who lived it, and
there is a unique joy in learning how different people
across generations felt the same type of love for an
institution that continues to be at the center of our own
lives.
Continued on pg. 12

From the
Pastor’s
Study
by Rev. Brian Paulson

A History of Faith

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever! — Hebrews 13:8
Take a sheet of paper and draw a line across it.
Divide your age by 5 and make that number of
marks along the line. If it is easier to divide the
line by decades, do so. Start a spiritual journey by
reflecting on what was happening in your life and
how you experienced God at each point along
the line.
Now step back for a moment and reflect about
what the “spiritual or religious temperament” of
the age happened to be at each of the marker
points. Can you notice any trends in the world
and in your life? Now consider the 15 decades
that comprise the life of our congregation.
Ponder the many changes in the world and in
people’s lives along the way.
In commitment to Jesus Christ, from the
inception of our congregation until this very day,
we have gathered every week to listen to
scripture, consider its meaning for our lives and
to be in prayer for our families, our community
and the world. These gifts are the constants of
our lives: Jesus Christ, scripture, preaching and
prayer. It has kept us going through times that
have been easy and rough.
Such gifts can keep your life going as well.
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150th Anniversary
(continued from page 1)

It has been 150 years and yet our vision remains
steadfast as we seek to share a life in Christ.
We began this
anniversary year on
January 13, with a
gathering in the
Fellowship Hall to
celebrate “When and
Where it All Began” with
a display of historical
items from the
Libertyville-Mundelein
Historical Society and a
photo presentation by
Katherine HamiltonSmith, a member of our
church and director of public affairs and development
at the Lake County Forest Preserves. Our master of
ceremonies and 150th Anniversary co-chair Kirk Ergang
highlighted our early beginnings as a church.
Do you know where members gathered in 1869 for
worship?
Answer: The Union Church on Church Street, in area
where St. Lawrence Episcopal Church is today. Four
congregations used the building for their worship:
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and
Universalists.
The January 13 kickoff
event revealed the
monthly themes to be
highlighted in our
150th year.
Be sure to mark your
calendars for the
Charter Day
celebration on Sunday,
September 8.
Watch for Social Hour
displays one Sunday
each month in the Social Hall to learn more about our
history and ministry together.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville

The Presbyterian Women’s Auxiliary in 1919

Our church home from 1881 - 1927. It was located
on Orchard Street (East Church Street)

Union Church, where our first worship services were
held in 1869.

The Rev. George P. Folsom, who served
as our first pastor from 1869-1872.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Conference Center in Oregon, Ill.
For more than three decades First Pres Libertyville has
gone to Stronghold for our annual winter retreat. The
Tudor Castle, built in the 1920s, truly is holy ground.
(No shoes allowed! Slippers only!) As with any beloved
event, traditions abound. And this year several new
adventures were embarked upon.

Youth Ministry
(cont. from pg. 1)

ski and snowboard.

Texas BBQ Fundraiser Dinner
Smoked Brisket. Fresh bread. Mac and cheese. A
photo booth. Live musical performances. A room full
of people. The Texas BBQ in January had them all!
More than 120 people came to support our senior
high summer trips to Montreat, N.C., and Corpus
Christi, Texas.
The real stars of the show were the student
performers, including Syliva Kollasch, Hunter Friese,
Neil Mehta, Adam and Luke Brann, Emaline Frey, Kate
Gerber and Katherine Fosmoen. The fundraiser was a
great success, raising more than $2,000!

This year Joe and Laura Straw
came as our speakers and
worship leaders. Joe and Laura
met at Moody Bible College. Joe
came to Chicago after spending
his childhood in Gabon and
Cameroon in Africa. Joe
challenged the students to
explore what True Discipleship
is. Laura, a dynamic and
profoundly talented musician,
led worship for our students.
If you polled the students and asked what the best part
of the weekend was, many would say it was all the
secret passages!
The director of Stronghold taught us some of the
history of the Strong family, the castle and the
numerous secret passages throughout the building.
Danny then opened up three or four entrances to
secret ladders, rooms and ways. Students scrambled
onto ladders in dark tunnels
and reappeared near a suit of
armor near the ceiling of the
Great Room. It was a first for
our students!
On our free afternoon, students
played games, made giant snow
creatures, hiked, played music
and enjoyed time with friends.
As always we ended Stronghold with a meaningful
chapel service, prayer stations and worshipping in the
spiral staircase heading up to the tippy top of the
tower. The sounds of praise echoed through the halls
of the castle.

Stronghold 2019
In February, The
lights of the castle
came beckoning, and
once again our senior
high students
answered the call.
Twenty four high
school students
traveled to the
Stronghold Camp and
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Children’s Ministry

Baptism of the Lord

(cont. from pg. 1)

familiar stories from Matthew and Luke. Well-known
and loved by adults, these stories are ever new and
fresh in the eyes of the children. In addition, students
are working and earning their own money to
contribute towards the mission project they voted for;
a llama for Heifer International.
Advent Luncheon & Workshop
One of the highlights of the season was the Advent
Luncheon and Workshop. A combined effort of the
Deacons, Ruth Circle and Children’s Ministry Team, this
event proved to be fun for everyone.

Elementary-age children participated in the Baptism of
Our Lord Sunday in a special workshop led by Pastor
Ryan.

Families enjoyed this
longtime tradition of
the church as they
shared a meal with
fellow congregants and
worked to put together
advent wreathes and
figures to add to their
crèche. Many have
been adding a figure a
year for several years!
Special thanks to Emily
Summers and Patty Miller for heading up this huge but
rewarding undertaking.

Following a live quiz show, movie and acting out
different baptisms in the Bible, children joined the rest
of the congregation for a renewal of baptism.
150th Anniversary Open House
As we move forward through 2019, we look back at our
past and ahead to our future. A 150th Anniversary
Kickoff included items children could touch and
examine to help them understand what life was like in
Libertyville in 1869.

We decorated our classrooms around this anniversary
theme for our Christian Education Open House on
Sunday, March 10. We hope you were able to join us!

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Thanksgiving Table
By Gini Baker

“Why do you do the Thanksgiving Table when it’s there
for such a short time and its so much work?”
This is a question I have been asked many times over
the years. It’s a good question. This task, however, is
very important and precious to me so let me tell you a
few of my reasons.
Table of Tradition
For me, it is a “Table of Tradition.” My family has been
attending First Pres since early 1983. For many years,
there were other parishioners who created the
Thanksgiving Table. I have fond memories of coming
into the sanctuary to see the beautifully transformed
Communion table replete with the “fruit of the
harvest” that was done so capably by these wonderful
church members.
Church traditions such as this are very important to
me as they allow me to feel a connection with the
many, many members of our physical church but also
a universal connection with all Christians.

Table of Gratitude
Another reason I do this is that, for me, it is a “Table of
Gratitude.” Thankfulness for the year’s gifts is first and
foremost in my thoughts as I work. I reflect on the
year in so many ways, consciously pinpointing positive
things that have happened in both the church and in
my life. I pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the
opportunity to express myself in this tangible way. I
also think of my mom the whole time I am working.
I am so very grateful for my mother, who was an
incredibly creative and talented woman. She taught
me that service to the church was service to the Lord,
a lesson that has shaped my own church commitment
at First Pres.
My mom did similar decorating in our church while I
was growing up and I “talk” with her as I work on the
table, thanking her for the gift of service that she
imparted on me. I also believe she nudges me from
heaven to move things around until it all looks just
right.
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Table of Blessings
This Thanksgiving offering is also a “Table of
Blessings” for me. Many years ago, my beloved
mother-in-law shared with me her daily quest of
looking for each day’s blessings, even in difficult or
stressful times.
As I work, I reflect on God’s many blessings of that
year, again both in the church and in my life. When
some years have brought more significant
challenges, it has sometimes been difficult for me to
concentrate and reflect on each day’s blessings never
mind those of the cumulative year. However, in the
solitude of this time of work, I have been able to
remind myself that those stressful and difficult years
have also been full of cherished blessings —the love
of my family, the hug of a grandchild, lunch out with a
friend or the many prayers of this congregation that
lifted me up from the mire of grief or pain. “In every
day there’s a blessing” my mother-in-law told me —
it’s amazing how full a year can be.
Table of Change
This is also a “Table of Change.” Now, this is a difficult
one for me as I do not embrace change easily.
However, every year I try to share traditions,
thankfulness and blessings in a visually different way
on the Thanksgiving Table so as to embrace changes
in our church and also changes within me.
As the wonderful work of “God’s Gardeners” has
become part of our church community, I have
consciously included local vegetables to honor their
work. Each year’s table reflects change because it
also features whatever is readily available that year,
be it a bumper crop of gourds from Gary Holland, the
many extra pumpkins that were not eaten by
squirrels or which cold weather did not rot or
beautiful grasses and dried hydrangeas from the
gardens of family and friends.
A few years ago, as my mom was moving toward
meeting her Lord, I was led to use a garden plaque
on which was written “Give us this day our daily
bread” (Matt. 6:11) as I felt I was truly living one day
at a time during this vigil with my mom. On a happier
note, this past year brought Rev. Ryan and his family
to First Pres and I was privileged to be able to pray
for him and his ministry here as I worked on the 2018
table.
Table of Joy
And, to be honest, the Thanksgiving Table is a “Table
of Joy” for me. I love creating what, I hope, is a
beautiful reflection of God’s love shown by His many
gifts to all of us throughout the year. The time of
planning, gathering and then the actual work brings
me joy, pure and simple.
So that’s what the Thanksgiving Table is to me. What
does it mean to you? When you see it next year, know
that I have prayed for you, as a member of this
church, while I was working on it. I hope it brings you
joy, reminds you of your blessings and causes you to
have thankfulness in your heart for the traditions of
this church and also the changes that each year
brings to us all.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville

Women’s Advent
Ecumenical Vespers
By Rev. Amy Heinrich

The 2018 Women’s
Ecumenical Advent
Vespers, whimsically
referred to as “the wise
women’s pilgrimage to
Bethlehem,” was our
15th year! This vespers
has become a beloved
and sacred tradition for
so many and keeps
growing with new faces
and younger faces appearing from all over Lake
County, so much so that we ran out of bulletins. A
wonderful problem! It is the perfect way to begin the
season of Advent.

calming effect of candles, carols and contemplation
kindles a warm glow of peace, hope, joy and love
within my sisters in Christ that sustains them all the
way to the Christ child, the greatest gift of all, the
reason for the season.
One woman expressed her experience this way:
“Personally, I find myself in such a place of peace and
affirmation of the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. My
prayer is that others in a place of unrest can take the
messages and meditations to heart and soul, and find
hope, reassurance in Christ Jesus.”

Our service this year led us
from darkness towards the
dawn. The tranquility of the
service is specifically designed
to be a gift to women, who
tend to be the tradition
keepers and are at risk of this
season feeling more hectic
than holy. With all the
attention on consuming, we
women, ironically, can find
ourselves feeling emptier
inside and need of being filled
with the gifts only God can
give.
The worship is designed to be a counter-cultural
invitation to shift the focus from preparing to being
prepared; from getting to waiting. Joyful waiting with all
creation, for a profound mystery and an unspeakable
gift to be given to us all. It is an opportunity to pause,
ponder and pray that your hearts might be prepared to
receive the gift. It is always my fervent prayer that the

Our next Women’s Ministry Event is on June 15. We’ll
be spending the morning at Ragdale, a residential
artist community in Lake Forest, where we will explore
the grounds, listen for God’s word, and connect with
the Holy Spirit through stories, journaling and art.
Please join us!
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Reformed & Always
Reforming
By Paula Palmer
I first started attending First
Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
when our current sanctuary was brand
new. I was a part of the procession
from the old sanctuary, which is now
called the chapel, to the new one.
The Rev. Dr. Charles Dougherty led the
procession, carrying a large Bible that
now is on our pulpit. It was a very
exciting and glorious day in the history
of First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville. The
congregation and choir processed into a lovely new
blue and white worship space. To quote Charlie, it was
“The house that prayer built.” It was rather formal and
sparsely adorned, which beautifully reflected the
Presbyterian reform tradition of simplicity.
This little light of mine....
Years later in 2001, I was installed as an Elder. At the
end of my first year I was asked to serve on the Finance
Committee. Oh dear, finance, not my gift.
At this time our church was following the Liturgical
Calendar and I was well aware that many other
Presbyterian churches were using liturgical art in their
church spaces in a variety of creative ways. I prayed for
guidance and courage and went into Rev. Bruce Meyer’s
office and told him I didn’t think I would be much of an
asset serving on the finance committee, but that I had
an idea. I told him my gifts might be better used in
another way. The idea had been stirring in my head and
heart for quite some time. I asked if I could start a
Liturgical Arts Committee. Our major goals would be to
visually magnify worship, visually enrich and enhance
the worship spaces and the common church areas.

Our first exhibit in the narthex showcase was an
exhibit of colorfully patterned Easter eggs from the
Ukraine. We were prayerfully on our way and working
hard to visually strengthen the liturgical seasons.
We each have different gifts…
Since the formation of Liturgical Arts, many talented
and willing people have served on the committee, each
contributing their different gifts, which have resulted in
the creation and selection of seasonal banners and
paraments and a variety of exhibitions and events.
Artists, skillful stitchers and
craft persons, problem
solvers, efficient organizers,
hard workers, spiritual
hearts and souls leading us
in prayer, people who teeter
on tall ladders and those
who are always dependable
and faithfully get tasks
completed, have found their
way to our committee. I’m
thankful for so many gifted
and dedicated people who
have served and are serving
now.

We have collaborated with
countless people from our
church and our community and beyond; quilters,
photographers, staff members, gardeners,
needlepointers, icon painters, potters and so many
others who have worked with our committee in a
variety of ways.

Our humble beginning was a processional pole with the
liturgical colors streaming as it was processed down the
center aisle following the choir. It was accompanied by
an explanation in the bulletin of the significance of the
church’s seasonal colors. Purple for Advent and Lent,
black for Good Friday, white for Easter, red for
Pentecost and green for Ordinary Time.
We were grateful to find a set of misplaced traditional
paraments, used to visually transform worship spaces
to reflect the distinct messages of each of the Church’s
seasons. They’d been hidden away in the back of the
chapel closet. We had them cleaned and restored and
found out Helen Casey had gifted them to the church
several years earlier. We still use some of those
paraments, especially the green for Ordinary Time. We
repurposed others. We’re happy to carry on using some
of First Presbyterian’s historic visual worship elements.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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And then there was the “People
You Should Know” series. Many
members of our congregation
willingly shared their varied
talents by creating exhibitions in
our narthex.
We had exhibits of opera
posters, handcrafted baskets,
master knitting, quilts,
macramé, paintings, sculpture
and photography. There were
many others who shared their
different gifts and collections
with the congregation. In turn
the congregation participated
by viewing our many
exhibitions, kindly offering
appreciation and praise.
…but share the same spirit.
The members of the current
Liturgical Arts Committee have
been together for a long while
and are caring, dedicated,
talented and hard working. But of
most importance, share the same
spirit. I’m thankful for each of
them and for their many
contributions and talents.

Anita Nali: “I had never heard of the Liturgical
Calendar, but over the years we have become close
friends. As I enter the sanctuary to hang the
paraments and banners, I am reminded of the
particular day or church season we are celebrating or
marking in worship. The paraments have been created
to glorify God and enhance the worship.
When I am working in the worship space it gives me
time to be still and reflect on what we are celebrating.
Being part of the Liturgical Arts Committee has been a
great education for me, cultivating spiritual
development.”
Paula Palmer: “First Presbyterian Church of
Libertyville gives its congregation many opportunities
to grow spiritually, many avenues for faith to be
strengthened and expanded and enriched, to be
touched by beauty. Adding the visual, with its own
special language, to complement spiritual growth and
experience, has been a labor of love. I’m grateful for
the opportunity. And to God be the Glory.”

Lois Blazsanyik: “It is
especially in the creative process
that I feel closest to God. Being a
part of the Liturgical Arts
Committee gives me the
opportunity to share my talents,
and to continue my spiritual
growth through helping to bridge
the invisible with the visible.”
Dorothy Roderick: “Our church uses historic forms
in worship that connect us
with Christians from other
times and places. We enjoy
music from splendidly
talented musicians and sing
well-chosen hymns. We are
enriched by these aspects of
our life together.
For me, though, the
introduction of color, form,
and symbol in the worship
service is as important as
music and order. The visual
arts speak to us in their own
way. It satisfies me greatly to
choose and care for the
items that bring that
message to us.”

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Quilting Together
by Dorothy Roderick
Quilting is an activity that
produces wholeness.
Quilters use what they have
at hand to achieve
something beautiful and
useful. The Presbyterian
Quilt Fellowship combines
what we have: our time and
skill, donated fabric and a
relationship with Habitat
for Humanity Lake County
to produce myriad valuable
outcomes.
About 10 years ago, members of the congregation were
involved with Wildwood Presbyterian Church in a
Habitat for Humanity project called the PresbyterianBuilt Home. A group of women in the congregation who
were already quilting together were concerned about
homelessness, but we weren’t inclined to build houses.
We decided to make a quilt for the new home. When
the house was finished, we attended the dedication and
presented the quilt to the family.
The blessing was so great we decided to make quilts for
every Habitat home built in Lake County. We have no
idea how many Habitat quilts we have made, but the
number probably exceeds forty.
We call our group
Presbyterian Quilt
Fellowship, and ten
years later, we meet
two days a month to
work together on
quilts. Our days
consist of sewing
time and time to
pray for Habitat
families as well as
for our own needs.
Friends not in our
congregation often
join us and inexperienced people are instructed and
encouraged.
Support comes from people
who give us money, fabric and
other supplies. Sometimes we
receive complete quilts from
people who want to be a part
of this ministry. We are
generously assisted by friends
who have quilting machines
that finish the tops we piece.
Members of our Fellowship
attend the dedication of
houses where we meet Habitat families and present the
quilts.

We always have time to encourage each other and
offer suggestions.
Quilting is an activity that produces wholeness. We use
what is at hand to make something useful and
beautiful. That something could be a quilt or it could
be growth of skill. It could be new insight arrived at
through shared conversation. There are enormous
gains through quilting together.

Please welcome our newest members!
Ben & Kim Dickey
Ben and Kim are joining by letter of transfer from Fox
Valley Presbyterian Church in Geneva. They live in
Antioch with their daughter, Aubrey.
Matt & Sabrina Gibson
Matt and Sabrina are joining by Reaffirmation of Faith.
They live in Round Lake and have two daughters,
Sadie, who is two, and Cecilia, who is a newborn.
Whitney Gibson
Whitney is joining by Reaffirmation of Faith. She is a
graduate of Augustana College and lives in Grayslake,
where she is a teacher at Woodview Elementary
School.

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Palm Sunday
April 14

Easter Sunday
April 21

10:00 AM – Sanctuary

6:00 AM – Independence
Grove
North Bay Pavilion

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Luke 19:28-40
“Praise for Goodness”

Ecumenical Sunrise Service

The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Paulson
Chancel Choir

9:00 AM & 11 AM -Sanctuary

10:00 AM – Chapel

Isaiah 25:6-9; Mark 16:1-8
Open Your Eyes”
The Rev. Dr. Brian R. Paulson
Chancel Choir & Brass

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Luke 19:28-40
“Holding the Tension”
The Rev. Amy Heinrich
Chapel Music Team

Maundy Thursday
April 18
7:30 PM – Chapel
John 3:1-17; 31b-35

Following Faith
By Rev. Dr. Brian Paulson
Jesus said to them, “All who want to come after me
must deny him or herself, take up his or her cross, and
follow me.” – Mark 8:34

“By This Everyone Will Know”
The Rev. Kara SmithLaubenstein

Good Friday
April 19
7:30 PM – Sanctuary
Isaiah 53:1-5
“Wounded Healer”
The Rev. Amy Heinrich
Mixed Motet Choir

Lent is a time to turn from self-driven desire. It is a
spiritual season of sacrifice for the sake of others.
Jesus laid out the challenge of the cross after feeding
thousands, giving hearing to a deaf man, and sight to a
blind man. His life was in service of others and it was
making waves that proved to be a threat to the selfsatisfied powers of the day.
Jesus had his sights placed upon a better day, but
knew that day would arrive at a cost. His life would be
sacrificed for others. His disciples challenged him
about this and in response he laid out this challenge:
“If you wish to follow me, take up your cross.”
In this 150th anniversary Lenten season, we remember
the sacrifice of our forebears. We are following their
faith. They believed our future would be a bright
beacon of witness to Christ in service of his love.
Lent is a move from “me” to “we.” Plan out your own
spiritual Lenten season of faith. How will you take up
your cross and follow in love?

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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The Cover Story
(cont. from pg.1)

This goes beyond mere nostalgia — although I’ve
already spent plenty of time looking for pictures of
my siblings, my parents, my kids and myself in
various life stages at the historic display in the
Christian Education wing — and taps into something
far deeper. The hymns we sing, the Bible verses we
recite, the prayers we offer, these all are foundations
of our worship service that transcend time and place.
Yes, we have a storied history in our physical space
on the corner of Maple and Douglas, but the
congregational history spills out of brick and mortar,
into the streets of Libertyville and beyond.
Liturgical traditions bind us to all Christians in every
time and place, but we also are privileged to take
stock of our individual congregation reaching this
major milestone. I look forward to this year of looking
back, and am excited to share with everyone the
small part First Word plays in the celebration,
including quarterly reports from the 150th
Anniversary Steering Committee. And remember,
even as we embrace the past we continue making
tomorrow’s history. After all, we’ve only got half a
century to gear up for the bicentennial bash.
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