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Faith Formation
by Rev. Ryan Wallace

by Carol Boyce

By Rev. Kara SmithLaubenstein

We had an active fall schedule with
families and children of our
church. Sunday School started off
strong with a full staff of teachers

Another year of Confirmation.
Another year of eager eighthgraders jumping headfirst into a
journey towards deeper faith, new

Continued on pg. 3)
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In the last weeks of summer,
our Children’s Ministry held
three Food, Faith and
Fellowship gatherings. These
events brought together
families with young children to
Continued on pg. 2)
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by Scott Holland

Our family is getting to know some new Libertyville
residents because we both have boys in second grade.
After I explained I was born and raised here, they
asked if the town has changed over my lifetime. As is
the case with a lot of questions these days, the answer
isn’t simple — it’s a matter of perspective.
My parents have lived in the same house since 1978.
My kids go to the same schools I attended. We worship
at the corner of Maple and Douglas. But all those
buildings have undergone extensive physical changes
just in the years I can remember, to say nothing of the
people, the programming, the approach to carrying
out the mission.

In this issue of First Word, Bill Skeens has a lovely essay
about the unique qualities of our Sunday morning
Chapel worship service. He does a wonderful job
illustrating what draws him into the Chapel on Sundays
and how he carries it with him through the week. Some
Sundays I’m in there with him, especially if one of our
sons’ choirs is singing, but other Sundays our handbell
choir plays in the Sanctuary service, or Jack and I are
upstairs in the video booth. I’ve even been part of a
liturgical drama that was offered in both rooms on the
same morning.
Bill’s piece looked at the worship service itself, but it got
me thinking about the Chapel — where Cherub Choir
rehearses Thursday afternoons, where
Continued on pg. 12

From the Pastor’s
Study
by Rev. Brian Paulson
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I
have called you by name, you are mine.
— Isaiah 43:1
“Go and serve the Lord!” These words were spoken to
me with a confidence that assumed I could change the
world. I was in eighth grade. Somehow the pastor had
faith in me and my fellow confirmands. His faith in me
was faith in God who called and claimed each one of
us to serve and transform the world with love.
Somehow at the end of the Civil War, a group of Lake
County residents had faith that God would work
through them to transform our community with the
love of God in Jesus Christ. Now we stand on the
threshold of 150 years with “Faith for the Future.” The
past few months have prepared the ground for what
lies ahead.
After much prayer and effort, we have a complete and
freshly organized team of staff gathered and serving
with confidence and innovation. Already we are seeing
fresh inspiration in our ministry with youths, our
fellowship among young adults and parents and in a
renewed commitment that celebrates the rich
strength of our congregation’s many resources of
time, talent and treasure. We also are enjoying a
renewing joy in the way that leaders of our Chapel
service of worship welcome people and praise God.
There is the assurance on display everywhere in these
months!
One oft neglected demonstration of faith, which I
celebrate every year, is the election and installation of
new officers who commence ministry as elders and
deacons for Christ through our church. Many of you
know the kind of careful consideration and prayer that
precedes a response of faith to serve in this way.
Those who were ordained and installed began their
work in earnest this fall and are a beautiful example of
faith confirmed by service.
This year, a fine group of confirmation students are
joyfully exploring the faith under the guidance of our
Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry, the Rev. Kara
Smith-Laubenstein. I have faith in them because I
have faith in the God who is calling them. That same
God is calling each one of us to rely on our heritage of
faith to guide us into a bright future.

Faith Formation
(cont. from pg. 1)

build deeper relationships with one another and grow
together in faith — in fun and creative ways. At our
first gathering, we reflected on what it means to trust
God as we learned
about Jesus calming a
storm on the sea and
we built model boats.
Our second adventure
involved a visit to
Prairie Crossing Farm.
There we went on a
hayride, harvested
carrots and tomatoes and talked about growing strong
roots of faith as we read the parable of the Sower and
the Seeds. At our third and final gathering, we thought
about how to share with our neighbors as we baked
our own bread and we read about Jesus feeding more
than 5,000 people with just a little bread and a few
fish. More than a dozen different First Pres families
attended these events, helping us to make new
connections and strengthen existing relationships. We
hope to provide more opportunities for this kind of
fellowship and faith formation in the near future.

Quantum Jesus
Are science and religion at
odds? Do they have nothing to
do with one another? Or are
they mutually illuminating?
These are the big questions we
explored in Quantum Jesus, our
Wednesday night adult faith
formation class this fall. Over
six weeks, we covered topics ranging from genetic
engineering to evolution to quantum physics to
miracles. We tried our best to grasp the basics of
complex scientific theories, and then we wrestled with
how to understand biblical stories, our faith and our
ideas about God in light of that science. For many, this
series was an opportunity to explore the connections
between our faith and the world around us. One of
our participants put it well when she said: “I’m a
Christian and I believe in modern science, but I don’t
always know how to fit those things together.” While
we didn’t arrive at any simple answers to our deep
questions, we offered new ways of thinking about how
the Living God acts within the complexity of our
changing universe. If you missed the classes but you’re
interested in the content, stay tuned for an upcoming
podcast series we plan to put out!

“Go and serve the Lord!”

.
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3rd Grade Bible Sunday

and many children eager to hear about Heroes of the
Old Testament, which was our fall theme. We’ve been
learning that when we answer God’s call, He can work
wonders in surprising ways. The children voted on our
mission project for the year and decided on
purchasing a llama for a family through Heifer
International.

As most parents with younger children, we are
overscheduled with work, school and extracurricular
activities. We light-heartedly refer to the moments of
time we spend at home as a circus and a balancing act
of both survival and will. However, in those blurry long
days we do experience those life moments of our
children achieving milestones that we cherish and
capture in our hearts better than any picture can. We
had one such moment on Sunday, October 21, when
our son, Aiden, received his third-grade bible during
the worship service.

(cont. from pg. 1)

October began
with a
Communion
Workshop for
children, their
families and
others who
wanted to learn
more about this
special service
in the church.
The following
week children
participated in
World Communion Sunday. Several children
helped by reciting prayers and serving communion
during the service.
The following week was our annual Fall Festival.
This event filled our Social Hall with pumpkin
crafts, cider, snacks, games and families enjoying
time together and connecting with church families.
I particularly enjoyed one parent’s perspective as
her young child played with another. “I love that
these little guys will get to grow up together at the
church,” she stated. (Check out our pictures on the
church Facebook page.)

By: Tom and Lindsay Cummings

That Sunday morning in the Sanctuary, Aiden lined up
with his Sunday School friends and crossed the stage
with pride and excitement to receive his Bible. He
knew it was a big day; his grandparents were there
along with the entire congregation. What a special day
to receive a book that will continue to guide him for
the rest of his life! Next, to the Chapel he went where
church members wrote their favorite verses on
bookmarks they handed out to each child to place in
their new Bibles. The kids’ smiles and eyes lit up as
they received their bookmarks — eager to see what
was written while members were delighted to share
and be part of this special day. It was hard for us not to
reminisce that Aiden, just nine years prior, had been
baptized in that very Chapel — his very first step in the
Presbyterian faith with our family. To see him now at
this next faith milestone is truly special.
Following the service there was a shared cake and our
first Bible study together to learn more about how to
support and be part of his Bible learning experience.
We picked the book of Luke to start, and as parents,
we’ll do our best to shepherd him through his journey.
Fortunately, we are not alone; we are very thankful to
our church pastors’ support and the Sunday School
teachers’ guidance to lean on through Aiden’s lifetime
of faith.

Finally, our month concluded with the presentation
of third-grade Bibles. Our presentation and coffee
hour celebration were followed by an informative
workshop where children and parents got to meet
together and separately for ideas on sharing their
faith and the Bible at home.
We are so thankful for the presence of these
children and their families in the life of our church.
It is rewarding to see them growing in their faith
and seeking ways to develop and share this faith
with their children and others.
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Confirmation Beginnings
(cont. from pg. 1)

relationships and an intentional commitment to life in
the church. It’s such a joy for me to begin this journey
year after year and I am always amazed at how the
students grow and mature through the process.

Our Confirmation journey began in late August with
our annual retreat. Eight confirmands and two adults
headed up to Covenant Harbor Camp in beautiful Lake
Geneva, Wis. Oh what fun we had! Being the only
student group there, we had the run of camp! That
meant a bonfire by Lake Geneva, walks in the woods
and shared meals in a beautiful dining room. Two-bytwo students braved the Giant Swing, a thrill ride that
allows two people at a time to be pulled up high in the
air before pulling a cord and swinging down through

the trees. Students also got to put their nerves to the
test on the high ropes course. I was so proud of every
student as they faced their fears and tried new things!
Students worked in pairs to conquer the swinging
ladder — a task that requires focused communication
and teamwork.

Our group also spent time being led through a Low
Ropes course. The aim of these activities is to promote
teamwork, group communication and problem-solving.
Students soared over a swamp of crocodiles, escaped
the web of a giant spider and rescued each other from
a sinking ship! The students worked hard together and
it was fun to watch them build a healthy group
dynamic.
The retreat also is the official introduction to
Confirmation. The theme of our retreat was Covenants
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(how perfect at Covenant Harbor Camp!). We explored
covenants in the Bible, looking into how God created
covenants with several different people in the Old
Testament and then how Jesus established a new

I am confident that God will continue to show up week
after week during Confirmation and that these
students will feel God’s love, will be strengthened by
God’s grace and will be challenged to find new ways to
serve the church as Confirmed members.

Grape Juice and Bread: The
New Staples in Our Home
World Communion Sunday
By Jeannie Bucciero

As a mom, I love
experiencing things
through the eyes
and minds of my
kids. I love their
curiosity of
something
unfamiliar. The
other day when I
purchased a Mega
Millions lottery
ticket, for example, Ben asked, “So, how many
numbers do you have to match to win money? One?
How much do you win?” Of course, I have absolutely
no idea, not being a regular lottery player, but when
the pot gets to more than $1 billion, I figure it’s worth
playing for fun. Luke kindly suggested I “Google” it. Ah,
love that curiosity and resourcefulness! I also love that
they have no fear of asking questions.

covenant that allows all people to live in a full,
covenantal relationship with God. What grace we have
been given! The students wrote a class covenant that
we use as our guiding document of how we will
participate, behave and treat each other during
Confirmation. If you see a Confirmand, ask about their
favorite part of the class covenant. They promised to
respect each other (“Don’t yuck my yum!”) and to
participate weekly (“Don’t be a tree stump!”).
It’s always sad to say goodbye to Covenant Harbor at
the end of the retreat. I am constantly amazed at how
close our students get to one another when we travel.
God works in powerful ways on all of our trips and I
feel honored I get to experience these moments when
God becomes new and real in the lives of our youths.
Friendships were both forged and strengthened at our
Confirmation Retreat and we all left wanting more.

The curiosity around Communion is something that
has been growing in our children. When Pastor Ryan
asked if we might like to participate as a family during
World Communion Sunday, I jumped at the chance,
knowing this might be a perfect way to satisfy that
curiosity. The Sunday before, we went over the details
and had the opportunity to join Pastor Ryan’s
Communion Workshop. In fact, there were three
generations of Buccieros there — learning for some
and remembering for others — the true meaning
behind Communion. Ryan shared with all of us what
Communion means to Presbyterians, discussed the
symbolism of Communion, explained how this is done
in the worship service and why it’s done a certain way.
Then, he explained and demonstrated the practice
using Welch’s grape juice and bread he bought from
Jewel. (Next year, be sure to put that on your list to
attend — it was wonderful!)
On World Communion Sunday, seeing my kids as well
as other families sharing Communion together with
our First Pres family was such a wonderful reminder to
me of what it is all about. As Ben told each person he
served “The Bread of Heaven,” and as Luke shared the
Lord’s Prayer in Spanish, I felt warmth in my heart
seeing all the kids be part of it. It’s like being together
with your loved ones around a holiday dinner table. It’s
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belonging to a community of faith. It’s the wonderful
feeling inside when you give to others or do a good
deed. Whenever I hear the words, “Do this in
remembrance of me,” I feel transported briefly back in
time feeling as though I was there that night,
recognizing the incredible gift Jesus gave us on his
final night on earth.
As I prepared to write this, I “interviewed” the boys
about how they felt about this experience. Ben
responded, “Helpful.” Luke said it was “hard” (because
he had to speak Spanish). Watching them both that
day, I know they both felt some of the same
sentiments I did about what it feels like to be part of
Communion. They gladly served others in their church
family and were part of its community of faith. And,
they’ve both decided grape juice and bread need to be
on my weekly shopping list since it tasted that good.
I have a feeling it was more to them than just the
taste!

First Pres Mobile Food
Pantry
By Gary Holland
In recent Mobile Food
Pantry months, we have
enjoyed collaborating with
our Board of Deacons on
two specific projects our
guests always appreciate.
Backpacks & School
Supplies: In August, the
Deacons distributed more
than 100 age-appropriate sets of brand new
backpacks and school supply sets (pens, pencils,
paper, notebooks, crayons, etc.) to the children of our
food pantry families. Children needed to be present to
get these items, and the distribution went smoothly,
just before the food distribution to the parents. A
number of our regular families rely on these
backpacks and school items for their children and
thank us profusely for the generosity of our
congregation to make donations so these items can
be purchased and then distributed by our hardworking deacons.
Winter Coats (and Accessories): In October, our
Deacons were hard at work again, collecting coats,
mittens/gloves, scarves and boots for children and
adults. As part of the October MFP, families were
encouraged to “shop” in Fellowship Hall for needed
items for their families, again provided by the
generosity of the congregation and organization of the
distribution by the Deacons. These families will be
warmer and more comfortable in the coming winter
months as a result.

The last item of news is that September was the last
month our neighbors, St. Lawrence Episcopal Church,
provided the breakfast for our MFP families. Beginning
in October, our Deacons (again!) have taken on the
monthly job of providing our guests a nourishing
breakfast as part of our whole MFP Saturday
experience. We thank St. Lawrence for its years of
faithful service in this mission to help those in need in
our communities.

The Sunday Chapel Service
… Connection, Reflection
and Rejuvenation
By Bill Skeens
What is the best kept secret
at First Presbyterian Church
of Libertyville? The Sunday
morning Chapel Service! I
have been attending the
Chapel Service since it first
started 10 or so years ago. I
love it for several reasons.
Sunday morning to me is all
about connection,
reflection and rejuvenation.
I come to Church to pause in my week and reflect back
on all I have to be thankful for and to say a prayer for
those who might be suffering in some way. I want to
leave Church at peace and rejuvenated to take on
what is in front of me.
The Chapel service is more intimate than the large
Sanctuary service. While I enjoy that as well, when I
want to recharge, I go to the Chapel.
The service is not just about
the sermon. It is about the
entire experience. At the
Chapel Service we often are
asked if there is anyone WE
specifically want to say a
prayer for, who may or may
not be in the church bulletin.
It might be a family member,
neighbor, co-worker or
friend. They then are written
down and added to the list
and the pastor or leader says
a prayer out loud for that
specific person to the entire
Chapel. This creates much more of a connection to
others as we all are praying for help for those around
us who had shared their prayer concerns. It is
important to connect spiritually with our church family
around us.
When it comes to meeting and greeting each other, it
starts prior to the service with the pastor greeting all
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First Pres is known for its talented musicians and
singers. That tradition is alive and well in the Chapel.
The music in the Chapel is participatory and more
contemporary. It is upbeat, it is encouraging and it
leaves you uplifted during AND after you leave church.
The music often includes piano, guitars, drums and
sometimes a bass or a horn section and all are very
talented. The singers who lead us are all great! They
are upbeat and encouraging. I always leave Church on
Sunday rejuvenated and at peace for the coming week.
Not everything in the Chapel is perfect. Many people
have told me the reason they don’t come to the Chapel
Service is because the pews are uncomfortable, too
hard or too close and if they are tall, they knock their
knees getting in and out of the pews. We are working
on that and we will fix this. In the very near future you
will see new portable pews/chairs to not only make the
Sunday Chapel Service more appealing and userfriendly, but also provide First Pres with a more open
and most importantly an inviting space that can be
used by many groups in our church throughout the
week.
Won’t you come join us and give the Chapel a try some
Sunday morning for a time of connection, reflection
and rejuvenation?
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Women’s Fall Retreat –
Imperfect (W)Holiness
By Liz Tanner

Retreat was an excellent way for me to share this with
my daughter and granddaughter. Psalm 100:5 says,
“For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.” How
wonderful that four generations of my family were
blessed by this celebration of Imperfect (W)Holiness, a
chance to breathe, slow down and to be with God

This year’s Women’s Fall Retreat
took place in the most
picturesque of settings, Elawa
Farm in Lake Forest. The crystal
blue sky and crisp fall air was
the perfect setting for each
attendee to “embrace — not
erase — the broken pieces of
our lives.” And I know with great
certainty that my imperfect (W)Holiness was nurtured
by the wonderful programming provided by the
Women’s Ministry Team, which included a touching
drama, walking meditation, yoga and a craft project that
even I could do. But what made this retreat so very
special for me was having both my daughter, Lana, and
granddaughter, Kate, in attendance with me to share in
the healing environment of the retreat.
So often, the busyness of life gets
in the way of our relationship with
God. The retreat afforded each
woman attending to take the time
to focus on just her needs to
connect with our Maker. This was
an extraordinary gift I was able to
share with the two most important
women in my life, Lana and Kate,
working women with families and
extremely hectic schedules. It
brought me such joy to see both
relaxed and interacting with the
other women at the retreat,
thinking purposefully about the drama presented,
creating a keepsake memento that will always remind
them of our time together, or just soaking up the
beauty of the morning as we did our silent walk.
There is one thing I want to be certain to pass on to my
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. I want
them to know the sense of peace my faith brings to me.
Through God’s gift of grace, imperfections are just fine,
and as beloved children of God, our sometimes-flawed
efforts are good enough. Fortunately, the Women’s
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Women’s Retreat Reflections
At the Fall Women's Retreat, I relished the opportunity to
be quiet and in a meditative state with God. As a mom of
two children younger than 3, this is rare. It also was
inspiring to see so many women across different
generations from the church come together, connect and
be vulnerable with one another. I found the whole
experience to be nourishing to my soul and much needed!
Amanda Wallace

I really enjoyed attending the women's retreat with my
mom. Elawa Farm was a beautiful setting for the retreat.
The opening skit was memorable and relatable. I love
experiencing God in nature. Nature is so harmonious.
Plants and animals live and thrive together. With so much
political chaos in the world today, I wonder if people will be
able to live in harmony and accept each other for their
differences and ultimately trust in God.
Jennifer Marynowski
The women’s retreat this fall was restorative for my soul
and I felt renewed in my faith. It provided me with better
tools to further my relationship with God to become closer
to Him.
Amanda Rau

First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
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Stewardship and
Endowment
By Bill Chapman
Stewardship: Tis the Season!
Autumn is now upon us with
winter close behind, and that
means it’s Stewardship Season
and a time to “thank you” for
your continued support of God’s
work. It also is the time we ask
all members to prayerfully
consider a pledge for the new
year. Please know your giving truly matters. Without the
blessing of your time, talent and financial support, the
church would simply not be able to support day-to-day
operations, programs and mission outreach. Your
annual pledge is especially important as it allows the
Session to create a balanced budget and plan for a
bright and secure future. If you would like to submit a
pledge or have any questions, please contact the
church office at 847-362-2174.
Have You Been Blessed This Year?
The end of the year is an opportune time to reflect on
all that has transpired in 2018 and count the multitude
of blessings received. Perhaps you were blessed with a
large bonus, stock options, a required minimum
distribution from a qualified retirement plan or some
other windfall. If you feel moved to share a portion of
your bounty with God who has entrusted us with His
resources, now is the time! FPC Libertyville offers many
options for offering financial support. Cash, checks,
ACH transfers, credit and debit cards and gifts of
appreciated securities are all accepted and appreciated.
Questions? Please contact Treasurer Polly Vente at
847.362.2174 or pvente@boxp.net.

Online Giving: Set It...And Forget It!
FPC Libertyville now accepts one-time and recurring
donations conveniently from our website! Once you set
up a recurring gift, you can literally "set it and forget it!"
Your secure donation can be made via electronic check
or debit/credit card by simply visiting
firstpreslibertyville.org. More information is available
on our website or by calling the church office at
847.362.2174.
Endowment: Gifts That
Keep on Giving
FPC Libertyville has an
active endowment
program that invests gifts
and bequests received
from church members and
guests to generate an

income stream to further support the mission and
ministry of the church.
Since 2010, the endowment program has made yearly
distributions to support specific needs at charities
supported through the Mission Committee. Examples
include:
·
Equipment at the Northern Illinois Food Bank
·
A new boiler at Hope Presbyterian Church
·
A website upgrade for Samaritan Counseling
Center
·
A room renovation at A Safe Place

Closer to home, the endowment fund distributions
have also paid for:
·
A hearing loop in the sanctuary
·
New furniture for the church office
·
A new telephone system
·
An audio-visual system upgrade for the
sanctuary
For more information about planning a legacy gift to
the church, please call Treasurer Polly Vente at
847.362.2174 or Bill Chapman at 847.456.8647. All
discussions are confidential and without obligation...
and all bequests are welcome!

Our homeless shelter is here
for you too!
By Dave Marsden
Our Tuesday night homeless
shelter housed in Fellowship
Hall opened for the new
season in October.

Over the first five weeks, our
site has hosted more clients
than in any prior year. The
good news here is that more
than half of the guests we
supported last year no longer
need our help. But the 70-plus we are hosting each
week need a larger network of volunteers. Perhaps you
have three hours to help next week or time to make a
side dish?
Those numbers in October included 20 children a week
on average. The best possible news about that is a new
volunteer team led by Deb Townander and Kathy
Maitlin, supported by National Honor Society students
from Libertyville High School, have started a kids’
program each week from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., giving an
opportunity for these children to study or just have
some normal kid time.
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It has been amazing to watch these kids get so much
from such a simple addition to our ministry. As they
cleaned up the games last week, I overheard a teenage
guest ask one of our student volunteers if she would
personally come back and play with her again next
week. Could she be calling out to you, too?
One thing that has been an incredible blessing during
all my years of running PADS has been the tireless
group of volunteers and the strong sense of
community they bring to the guests and other
volunteers at the shelter. I find myself getting up for
the 5 a.m. shift even on weeks I am fully staffed
because I see no better way to start my day. Perhaps
you want to join me next Tuesday? I truly believe our
volunteers get more out of what they do than all the
hard work they put in each time they serve at PADS.
It you want to learn more about how you can help, go
to the First Pres website for the volunteer links or stop
by next Tuesday and see for yourself.
Blessings! We will leave the light on!
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I performed SHF musicals in the 1990s, where the
Vesper Bells offer music as part of the annual
women’s Advent service, where we gathered for
group photos before mission trips, where I cried
tears of joy watching Eliza Hyder’s baptism in 2010,
where Dr. D led us in “Bible time” during Vacation
Bible School in the 1980s — and how I’m old enough
to remember having three Sunday morning worship
services before the Sanctuary construction was
complete in 1986.
The church is so much more than a building. It’s
Mobile Food Pantry in the parking lot or VBS
recreation on the Brainerd Field. It’s the Community
Care Garden. It’s the basement of Pizzeria DeVille,
site of night one of this year’s Men’s Retreat. That’s
always been true, and as our sesquicentennial
celebration ramps up, we’ll all get a chance to delight
in everything that’s changed along with the traditions
we hold so dear.
Take a look through these pages for many examples
about the pulsing life of our congregation and all the
things that happen in and outside of these hallowed
halls. It’s impossible to know everyone who calls First

Pres home, but we hope FirstWord gives you a chance
to connect with as many folks as possible, whether or
not you share pews with them on Sunday morning.
We’re all part of the same cherished church family.

